s
£

At ' A Octobe

Dear Friends welcome to the new edition of the Alice Project news. This month was a new adventure in  the
25 year long jour ney of Alice. This time we had both experiences, some were pleasant while some of them
put us in challenging situations.

Activities at the Alice Project Schools

An emergency: Samar Bikas, one of our students , was extremely sick: An emergency knocked
our gate at the end of September . On 27one of senior residential student, Samar Bikas Chakma, suddenly
started feeling pain in his stomach. It was unbearable and as it was the mid night, we were not able to
understand what to do at this time of night. But luckily there was Boom Dorje, o ne of the senior students
and now the new member of Awakenin g Special Universal Education. The society took the challenge and
brought the boy to one of the best hospitals of Varanasi for his treatment. The director Mr. Valentino was
here and he asked imme diately to go for emergency. H e narrate s the incident as follows:

NIGHT EMERGENCY...

How many times have | happened to take responsibility for our hostel guests! Fortunately boys and girls are
autonomous and know what to do in times of danger. The emergen cy started around midnight tonight. A

guy complains of severe stomach pains. I'm not a doctor, but | know no sym ptoms should be
underestimated. It's hard to find a taxi and a good hospital with doctors who are prepared for emergencies.



Our boy is lucky. His companions have thought of everything. They even had rupees ready to pay for a
possible hospitalization (see photo).

Father and son in the hospital
Now we feel more comfortable. He's in good hands. We chose a good quality hospital even if it has a cost.
Health is priceless. He will be assisted all night by his companions. Clinical examinations will begin
tomorrow. Now we can sleep. | wanted to share one of the many experiences of Alice's school. The anxieties
of those who feel father (or grandfather!?) of ab out fifty adopted children.
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Samar Bikas then and now with his friend

The boy was kept in the hospital for about three weeks and now he has recovered. We found that he had
appendicitis with focal perforation and significant periappendiceal inflamation. As the Doctors were good,
the surgery was done and now you can see him similing with his father and frieds in  the green T-shirt.



The smile is back
We thank and express our deep graititude to Mr. Andrea Usellini, an old friend of Alice who immediately
said he will help us and will bear all the expenditute of the treatment. He at once wrote to the director
saying. Hello Valentino, |/ don't know if you remember me, it's been a long time since we've heard from you,
but now I'm writing to you because of what | red  about the hospitalized chakma boy. | would like to
contribute to the cost s for his care, please write me as soonas you can how much is necessary and where to
pour them. | embrace you, keep me informed, it is a pleasure to be able to do something, thank you I

We also thank Mr. Hari Om Rai, our previous secretary , another friend who has been involved since long in
the field of medication running a private hospital for the needy and underprevillaged people. He helped us
to find the right doctors and a good hospital.

Visit of Mrs. Anamika Singh , a renowned Philosoph y professor:

It was a great honor to welcome madam Mrs. Anamika Singh , a well-known philosophy professor from Arya
Mabhila PG college affiliated to the Benaras Hindu University
(http.//ampgc.ac.in/webpage/academic_cms.aspx?postid=86) here at our school on 29" September. She had come not



http://ampgc.ac.in/webpage/academic_cms.aspx?postid=86

only to visit the school but also to meet the students who are involved in the retreat program which is
running under the Ethical Project sponso red by HH the Dalai Lama Trust.

She talked about many different topics related to m orality, kindness, truthfulness, and their values in the
modern education. She also said that the modern education system is lacking all these , and this is the
reason that the more we are being educated, the more we are becoming sad and depressed.

She was extremely impressed to see the students here and addressing to them she said é&4/ice Project is
really doing a great work as it is helping the students to get not only the  bookish knowledge but also the
one about their own selves. That Is really great. Today here | have learned so much from you, the nice
faces, the patience, your shiny eyes have taught me so much. Much more than what | have shared you. |
will usethisposivk xkv{ " kp"of " nkhgol

Celebration of Gandhi Jayanti:

On 2 October the Alice Project Schools celebrated with joy and happiness the Gandhi Jayanti, th e birthday
of Mahatma Gandhi Ji, the father of the Nation. On this day the teachers and studentsr emembered Bapu,
sharing stories, events and memories related to his life and deeds

The school principal , while addressing to the students , said: é / ¢ pjifwaskwone of the most uncommon
person of all the commoners. He used to live a very simple life but his devotion for the nation and its

people was so deep.We should take inspiration from him and try to implement his mantra of Truth and
nonviolence in our life. Loving and respecting everyone as we love and respectourselves is the key to get the
real happiness.

On this occasion a special cleaning activity (KARMA YOGAas organized at the school, where students and
teachers both did a deep cleaning of the school and its surrounding s. One of the teachers from the
Arunachal Pradesh School shared his experience as follows: &arma Yogais not merely an expedition to
clean our external world but also to clean the mind. If our mind is clean and crystal pure then we all

human beings will be refrain from all these heinous ac v k g p 0 I

Later the students played a drama about deforestation. They have shown how cruel human beings are! We
have zero emotion s towards the environment we are living in. If we do stop this timber logging , unwanted



cutting down of huge trees then the result that we will be facing in return will be  more than athousand
times better.

The meeting of the board and new roles: On 6" of October a meeting of the society was organized at
the school premises. The quorum of the meeting is complete: t he vice president Miss. Lobsang Yutun
chaired the meeting and informed the prese nt members about it. The society lawyer Mr. Umesh Kumar
Mishra was also present.

The meeting was very important from many points of view, as  many decisions were made regarding the
function and the role of the society, the administration, the management, the school and the staff.

Some of the memb ers resigned from the society because it was difficult f or them to dedicate their time due
to personal and health issue. So the society accepted the resignation of Mrs. Rajan Devi and Shiv Kumari
Singh. In the meantime t wo new members were added in the governing board of the society : Mr. Tashi
Dhandup Bhutia and Mr. Boom Dorje.

Beside them, two members were included in the general body at the time of renewal, they are : Mr. Vinit
Mishra andVen. Lobzang Zangmo. Society also accepted the resignation of Mr. Pankaj Kumar Prajapati and
Swami Varishathanand from the general body. The present executive director Mr. Valentino Giacomin has
resigned from his post as he is on tourist visa now. He requested the members to appoint a new executive
director on his place. Members discussed on the issue and they requested Mr. Valentino to be the non -
active Exertive Director of the society and they suggested the name of Mr. Awaneesh Kumar Mishra as

acting the role of executive director to comply with the laws. All the members agreed and approved it.
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Mr. Vinit Mishra Mr. Boom Dorje  Ven. TashiDhundup  Mr. Mohan, Sudhakar and Mr. Guddu



Members were informed that Miss. llaria Gambino , the coordinator , has resigned from her post. So there is
a need of a new coordinator in her place. Members discussed on the issue and at last they sug gested and
approved the name of Mr. Sudhakar Pra sad as new coordinator as he has been working in the office for a

long time and he has appropriate knowledge of the administration.

The team of members of the society and the administration

Volunteer ship with Central Institute of Higher Tibetan University:

After the meeting with the members oft he society, two of the members, the vice president LobsangYutun
and NymaYankey, interacted wi th the residential students. Lob sang la is residing here in Sarnath in the
Volunteer ship with Central Institute of Higher Tibetan University and she proposed that she can invest
more time in the school together with the volunteers from her university. Some volunteers will come in
the school and help the residential students in their activities and studies.

In this way a new collaboration between the two institutions will be developed. We tha  nk Lobsang la and of
course the Tibetan University.

NyimaYankey : A journey of success from the Alice Project to Tawang District Court



